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Overview

ÅEnrolment decline problem is 

controversial and politically-charged

ÅDownward demographic trends show 

no signs of reversal -symptom of 

broader social change

ÅStandard policy responses risky ï

positioned as a threat to community 

sustainability

ÅContinued enrolment loss requires 

different ways of thinking about 

resources, organization and delivery



Enrolment decline 

has many faces



Enrolment decline, 

for many people, is 

linked to questions of 

community survival 

and the loss of a way 

of life. 



Each dot 
represents 
one census 
enumeration 

area

Numerous geographically 

dispersed communities

results in a disparate 

enrolment  base 

located in virtually  all 

corners of the region. 

THE WESTERN SCHOOL BOARD, LOCATED 

ON NEWFOUNDLANDôS WEST COAST, 

SPANS 650 KM FROM NORTH TO SOUTH



The labour market 

Åfluid and evolving

Åmultiple part-time or short-term 

jobs

Åmany different employers



Todayôs learners 

will have 10 to 

14 jobs by their 

38th birthday

Source: US Government of Labour



Have young 

graduates 

become export 

commodities?


